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The sky was a deep blue and the sun was 

shining brightly. The leaves on the trees 

were gently swaying in the cool breeze. 

"It’s a perfect summer day," Abu Bakr 

thought to himself as he reached for his 

red baseball cap and placed it on his head. 

Abu Bakr and Tahir were not just brothers, 

but they were also best friends. 
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Today they were really excited, because 

their dad was taking them to the beach. 

Just as they pulled into the parking lot, 

Tahir spotted the ice cream truck. “Daddy 

look!” he shouted excitedly. 

Daddy bought them each an ice-cream 

cone and they quickly ate it before it 

started to melt. Then they helped their 

Daddy get everything out of the car. 
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Daddy set up his fishing rod and started 

fishing while the boys played in the sand. 

After a while they began building sand 

castles. 

 

 

 

 

Abu Bakr built big beautiful castles, but 

Tahir’s castles were always lop-sided and 

falling down, or the sand just got stuck 

inside the bucket, or Tahir himself 

wouldn’t be concentrating and he’d 
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accidently knock it down. After a while, he 

was frustrated and annoyed! 

He walked over to his older brother and 

asked Abu Bakr to show him how to build 

a proper sandcastle. Abu Bakr smiled at 

him, said "BISMILLAH," and helped 

Tahir build a big beautiful castle.  
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They used shells and little sticks to 

decorate their castle. The boys were very 

proud of themselves, and shouted excitedly 

for Daddy to have a look at their castle... 

but at that exact moment, Daddy caught a 

fish and a wave washed up to shore and 

swept the castle away. 

Tahir tried building another one by 

himself, but again he just couldn’t get it 

right! Abu Bakr saw him struggling and 

reminded him that he hadn’t said 

“BISMILLAH” before he started, and 

that’s why he couldn’t get it right.  

Tahir realised his brother was right, and 

said "BISMILLAH", then he concentrated 
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on what he was doing. Slowly and carefully 

he built a wonderful castle in the sand. 

When Daddy came over to see it, he said 

"ALHAMDULILLAH!" 
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"Who wants to swim?" Daddy asked. The 

clear blue water was cool and they all 

enjoyed splashing around and jumping as 

the waves crashed around them. 

 

Soon after it was time to go home. Tahir 

ran into the house, and hugged Mummy, 

excitedly telling her “Mummy, Mummy, I 

built BISMILLAH sandcastles!” 
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Tahir noticed that Mummy had been 

baking and she was about to put the cake 

into the oven, when Tahir reminded her, 

“Mummy, say BISMILLAH first!” and 

that’s exactly what Mummy did!  

Soon after, the cake was ready, and 

Mummy cut a slice of cake for everyone 

but before they began eating it. They all 

said BISMILLAH!  
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Did you know that the 

very first ayah of the 

Quraan is Bismillah hir 

Rahmaan nir Raheem?  

In the Name Of Allah, 

Most Kind, Most 

Merciful 
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Abu Bakr and Tahir had just come home 

from school. 

“As-Salaam u alaykum,” they shouted as 

they raced into the kitchen, dumping their 

bags down as they ran along the passage. 
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“Wa alaykum salaam,” replied Mummy, as 

she hugged each of them with a smile. “Go 

wash your hands. I can see you’re both 

really hungry today” Mummy said. The 

boys ran into the bathroom, washed their 

hands, and then raced back into kitchen.  

They sat down at the table and said 

“Bismillah”. Then they happily munched 

on the delicious mini pizzas that Mummy 

had prepared for them.  
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“I don’t have any homework today,” Abu 

Bakr said happily. 

“I do,” Tahir responded. “We started a 

new section today. It’s called subtraction.” 

“Oh, that’s easy!” Abu Bakr called out as 

he left the kitchen.  

Mummy told Tahir that she would help 

him with his homework later. The boys 

went to their rooms to change out of their 

school uniforms. Soon, Abu Bakr was 

bored, and decided to play with his racing 

track but he'd forgotten how to build it by 

himself.  

He picked up the box and went looking for 

Mummy who was still in the kitchen. 
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“Mummy, can you help me build this 

racing track?” asked Abu Bakr.  

“I’m still washing the dishes.”  

 

 

“Will you help me after that?” he asked. 
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“Well, then, I’ve still got to cook supper, 

clean the lounge, and help Tahir with his 

homework. Maybe tomorrow...” she said 

absent-mindedly. 
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Abu Bakr was disappointed but as he 

walked out of the kitchen, he thought to 

himself, ‘Mummy sure does do a lot of 

work.’  

Abu Bakr walked over to Tahir who was 

sitting on the lounge floor playing with a 

truck. 
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He looked around and realised that either 

he or Tahir had made most of the mess. 

Abu Bakr stood up and picked up their 

schoolbags to move them out of the 

walkway. He placed them neatly under the 

study table. He began collecting all the toys 

and putting them back into the toy box in 

the corner of the lounge. 

“What are you doing?” asked Tahir. Abu 

Bakr explained that he wanted to help 

Mummy by tidying up. “I want to help 

too,” Tahir said. "What can I do?” 

Together, the brothers cleared away their 

storybooks and straightened the coffee 

table. They packed away their toys and 

their colour pencils.  



Brothers in Deen by Ayesha Desai 

 

20 
 

They hung up their school jackets and 

cleared away the Lego blocks. Tahir even 

got some beautiful flowers from the 

garden for Mummy. 

 

 

 

 

 

When everything was cleared away, Abu 

Bakr helped Tahir with his homework.  

“Tahir, are you ready to do your 

homework?” Mummy called as she came 
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looking for them. “I’m all done!” Tahir 

replied excitedly.  

Mummy looked around, surprised! “What 

happened here?” She was really impressed 

with the boys. “Thank you both so much,” 

she said, and gave both of them a giant 

hug. 

After Mummy helped Abu Bakr build his 

racing track, she even gave the boys ice-

cream as a special treat for all their hard 

work. 
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We should always love 

and respect our parents. 

Nabi (SAW) said:  

 

Paradise lies under the feet of mothers. 
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Abu Bakr and Tahir were really excited and 

they just couldn’t fall asleep after Fajr 

Salaah. Today was the first day of the 

school holidays and the boys had all sorts 

of adventures planned. It was going to be 

awesome! 

They rushed out of their rooms and joined 

Daddy for breakfast before he left for 

work. Soon after they hurriedly dressed 
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and neatened up their beds and toys. Just 

as they finished, Mummy called for them 

to come back downstairs.  

When they got there, Mummy was talking 

to a lady the boys had never seen before, 

and next to her sat a boy who looked to be 

the same age as Tahir. Mummy introduced 

them as Aunty Hawa and her son Isaac. 

Tahir was very excited to have a new 

friend. He immediately invited Isaac 

upstairs to his room to play with his 

collection of toy cars. Abu Bakr went to 

his own room to finish a book he was 

reading. After some time, Abu Bakr asked 

Tahir and Isaac if they wanted to play 

soccer instead.   
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The boys headed outside with the soccer 

ball and were having a great time. Isaac 

was a very good soccer player and knew 

many tricks. Suddenly “ALLAHU-

AKBAR, ALLAHU-AKBAR” sang out 

from the minaret of the musjid. Abu Bakr 
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and Tahir immediately headed indoors, as 

they always did when the mu’ezzin called 

out the Azaan, but Isaac continued kicking 

the ball around. 

The two brothers looked at each other 

confused, then Abu Bakr said, “Come on 

Isaac. It's time for Salaah.”  
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Now it was Isaac’s turn to look confused... 

“What’s that?” he asked.  

Just then, Mummy came outside and called 

the boys indoors. Mummy sat them down 

and explained to Abu Bakr and Tahir that 

Aunty Hawa and Isaac were new Muslims.  

This meant that they had believed in 

another religion before but now Allah had 

guided them and brought them to Islam.  

Mummy asked Abu Bakr and Tahir if they 

would help teach Isaac about his new 

religion, just like Mummy was going to 

help Aunty Hawa and Daddy would be 

helping Isaac’s father, Uncle Yusuf.  
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“Remember, it’s a Sunnah to help and to 

teach others,” Mummy reminded them. 

Abu Bakr and Tahir immediately agreed. 

While Abu Bakr performed Wudu, Tahir 

explained to Isaac that a Muslim must 

make Wudhu before Salaah. Then, when 

Tahir performed Wudhu, Abu Bakr 

explained that Muslims pray 5 times a day. 

Isaac was very excited to learn and asked 
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many questions. Isaac didn’t know what to 

do but he happily watched Abu Bakr and 

Tahir and tried to copy their actions. 

After Salaah, Mummy told the boys that 

Isaac would be joining them at madressa 

soon. Tahir promised to introduce Isaac to 

all of his friends. When the boys sat down 

to lunch, they chatted about their school 

and madressah and told Isaac all about the 

exciting things they had planned to do 

during the holidays. "Would you like to 

come play tomorrow again?" Abu Bakr 

asked. 

"I'll have to ask my Mum. It'll be really 

cool to have friends so nearby!" Isaac 

replied excitedly. Soon after, it was time 
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for Isaac to leave and Abu Bakr reminded 

him, 

“No more soccer when it’s time to pray. 

There’s a time for soccer and a time for 

Salaah. A time for everything” he said with 

a friendly smile. 

Mummy told Abu Bakr and Tahir that she 

was very proud of them.  
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Allah says in the Quraan 

in Surah Baraqah:  

And do good, for Allah loves those 

who do good. (Quraan 2:195) 
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It was a rainy, stormy night and Abu Bakr 

huddled down under his duvet as the wind 

howled outside. He was very tired and 

soon he fell asleep.  

His younger brother Tahir, who slept in 

the room next door, was still wide awake. 

Tahir didn’t like the sound of the wind and 

the thunder frightened him. A few seconds 

later, a sharp blue light sliced through his 

room. Tahir screamed, jumped out of bed 

and ran to his parents’ room. He got into 

bed between his mummy and daddy. 

Now he felt safe and protected, and 

quickly fell asleep. 
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The next morning was a clear, beautiful, 

sun-shiny day. There were a few 

marshmallow-soft clouds floating in the 

sky. 

Mummy asked the boys if they would like 

to go to a nearby park for a picnic. They 

excitedly agreed and ran off to find Daddy. 

While Abu Bakr and Tahir helped gather 

everything they needed for the perfect 

picnic, Mummy packed a picnic basket full 
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with delicious treats. They loaded a 

blanket, a soccer ball, a Frisbee, and of 

course, the picnic basket into the car. Then 

the family all piled in, recited their 

travelling du’aas, and set off for the park. 

They found a spot beneath a huge willow 

tree and spread out their blanket. There 

were still tiny drops of water glistening on 

the leaves from the night before. 
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The park was abuzz with activity. There 

were people out jogging, riding their bikes, 

or walking their dogs. The boys grabbed 

the frisbee and started tossing it between 

them, shouting and laughing.  

 

 

 

 

 

Just as Mummy and Daddy were about to 

unpack the picnic basket, dark clouds 

suddenly rolled in, and people began 
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hurrying away in every direction. Another 

sudden storm was fast approaching.                         

A big fat drop of rain landed splat! on Abu 

Bakr’s nose, then another on Tahir’s foot 

and then another and another and 

suddenly it was pouring! 

 

 

 

 

 

The boys hurriedly folded up the blanket, 

Daddy grabbed everything else and 
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everyone raced back to the car. Abu Bakr 

looked at Tahir and realised that his 

younger brother was crying. 

 

 

 

 

 

“What’s wrong?” he asked.  

“I hate the rain,” Tahir said. “It spoilt our 

whole day!”  
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Much later that afternoon, Tahir was still 

upset and disappointed about the rained-

out picnic. Daddy explained to him that 

the rain too was a blessing from Allah. 

Daddy told him that the rain nourishes the 

trees and flowers and grasses, that the rain 

fills the rivers and lakes so fish can swim, 

and animals and people have water to 

drink. Mummy explained that life would be 

impossible without water. 

“We should thank Allah when He blesses 

us with sunny days and when He blesses 

us with rainy days,” Mummy said. 

“Look!” shouted Abu Bakr. “The rain has 

stopped, look at the rainbow.” 
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“Another blessing from Allah,” said 

Daddy.  

“Do you know the name of the angel in 

charge of the rain, the rivers and the seas?"  

"Yes, it's Mikaeel (AS). We learnt about 

that last week." Tahir said, realising that his 

family was right. We need the rain, just like 

we need the sun. 
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Abu Bakr had a brilliant idea just then. 

“Let's have a rainbow picnic.” 

“That’s a fantastic idea,” Mummy said with 

a smile. 

They set out the blanket on the lounge 

floor and had a wonderful indoor rainbow 

picnic! 
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Dua for Rain 

 

Allahumma soyyi-ban nafi-an 
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Abu Bakr and Tahir were walking home, 

with their friend Isaac, from the tennis 

courts one warm and sunny afternoon. Just 

as they turned the corner, they saw Mrs. 

Richards, the old lady who lived across the 

road. Mrs. Richards had just gotten off the 

bus and she was carrying lots of shopping 

bags. 
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“Good afternoon, Mrs. Richards.” 

“Oh! Hello boys.”  

Right then, one of the plastic shopping bags 

slipped from her hand and then there were 

oranges and apples rolling off in every 

direction. The boys dashed into action, 

picking up the fruit and handing them back 

to Mrs. Richard's who placed everything all 

back into the shopping bag. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Brothers in Deen by Ayesha Desai 

 

47 
 

“Your bags look very heavy. Can we help 

you carry them?” asked Abu Bakr. 

“But you’ve got your own bags to carry as 

well,” said Mrs. Richards. 

“I can carry all 3 of our bags,” said Tahir. 

“And I’ll carry our tennis rackets,” Isaac 

added. 

“Then I can help you, Mrs. Richards,” Abu 

Bakr said. 

“My, my! Thank you, that’s very kind of 

you all,” Mrs. Richards replied, happily 

surprised. 
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When they got to her house Mrs. Richards 

thanked them again, and gave each of them 

a red, juicy apple as a reward. 

 

That night, when Abu Bakr and Tahir sat 

down to dinner with their parents, Daddy 

asked if they’d enjoyed their afternoon at 

the tennis courts. The brothers told their 

parents all about how they had helped  

Mrs. Richards. 
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“That’s wonderful!” said Mummy. 

“Yes,” agreed Daddy. “That was a 

sadaqah.” 

“What’s that?” asked Tahir. 

“Sadaqah is a charity,” Daddy explained. 

“I thought charity is giving money to poor 

Muslims?” asked Abu Bakr confused. 

“It is,” Daddy agreed.  

But then Daddy explained that money was 

not the only way to be charitable, and that 

sadaqah can be given to any person, 

Muslims and non-Muslims both. 

“Helping a person can also be a sadaqah, 

saying something kind to another person, 

picking something up off the floor that 

might hurt someone, or even just a smile.” 
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“A smile?” asked Tahir. 

“Yes,” said Mummy. 

Abu Bakr and Tahir smiled at each other, 

and then they smiled at their parents too. 

After supper, both boys jumped up to help 

Mummy clear the table. 

“Is this a sadaqah too?” asked Tahir.  

“Yes it is,” said Mummy as she smiled. 

As Muslims, we should not be selfish. We 

must always try to be helpful and caring to 

everyone. 
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Nabi (SAW) said: 
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Abu Bakr had just finished breakfast and 

was about to go outside to ride his bicycle, 

when he noticed his younger brother Tahir 

staring out of the window. Abu Bakr 

looked outside too, but didn’t see anything 

unusual. 

 

“What are you doing?” he asked. 

“I’m waiting,” Tahir said. 

“What for?”  

“Uhm...well...nothing...” 

 

Abu Bakr wondered what was going on 

with his brother, but decided to go outside 

and ride his bicycle anyway. He was having 
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the best time, pedaling as fast as his legs 

could pump. He loved the feel of the wind 

on his face as he raced up and down the 

street. The houses all looked like a 

colourful box of crayons as he sped past. 
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When he turned around to ride back, he 

noticed Tahir was now sitting on the 

veranda, with their friend Isaac. They were 

both looking up and down the street. 

 

Abu Bakr rode up to them to find out what 

was happening. 

“Okay, Tahir, what’s going on?” he asked.  
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His brother was acting very strangely and 

Abu Bakr was worried about him now. 

Abu Bakr and Tahir were 

brothers but they were also best friends. 

“I don’t know,” said Tahir. “I’m just not 

sure anymore.” 

“Maybe I can help,” Abu Bakr suggested, 

as he sat down between Tahir and Isaac. 

He took his responsibility as big brother 

very seriously. 

“Well,” said Tahir, “this morning, at 

breakfast Mummy said, ‘Ramadaan is 

coming’, but I’ve been waiting and waiting 

all morning and he hasn’t come yet! The 

postman came and the gardener came, and 

Isaac came... but Ramadaan hasn’t come.” 
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“Who’s Ramadaan?” Isaac asked. “Because 

he’s coming to our house too. I heard my 

Mum and Dad say they were excited 

Ramadaan is coming. My Mum even made 

a special shopping list for him." 

“Oh!” said Abu Bakr with a big smile. 

“Ramadaan is not a person!” 
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Then Abu Bakr explained to them that 

Ramadaan is the name of a very special 

month in which Allah commanded 

Muslims to fast. That means that all the 

adults, and lots of little kids too, don't eat 

or drink, for as long as the sun is in the 

sky. 

“All day!” exclaimed Isaac. This sounded 

really difficult. 

Abu Bakr explained that we eat a special 

meal called Suhoor or Sehri before sunrise, 

and then we end our fast each day at the 

time of Maghrib, just after sunset. 

“The first part of the Qur’an was also 

revealed in Ramadaan.” 
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Abu Bakr went further explained "At night 

we pray a special prayer called Taraweeh, 

and at the end of Ramadaan we have a 

great celebration called Eid-ul-Fitr." 

“Now I remember!” shouted Isaac 

excitedly. 
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“Yeah, me too, me too! Mummy says it’s 

the month of the Quraan!” Tahir said. 

The boys now understood what all the 

excitement was about and they both 

decided that this year they were going to 

try to fast also. 

Ramadaan is about being thankful for what 

we have, about training ourselves to 

become more disciplined, and mostly for 

us to follow Allah’s commands so we can 

become closer to Allah.  

May Allah make it easy for us all to follow 

His commands. Ameen. 
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Allah says in the 

Quraan  

“Oh you who believe. Fasting is 

prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those 

before you that you may obtain self restraint.” 
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